Weardale Rally 
13th March 2010 

In rallying there are three elements to a winning team, the driver, the navigator and the car, and the results of the 2010 Weardale Navigational Rally show that for a navigational rally the car is the least important element. When Andy Lane and Iain Tullie arrived for scutineering in their 1966 automatic Mercedes 300SE there was some doubt the car would fit down some of the narrower sections of the route, not only did they fit this large car through the route they were one of three crews to clean the rally, taking the win on the second tie breaker of the earliest received entry. 

Back to the beginning, on a dry cold and windy night the 22 cars in the Weardale Rally, and 12 Car, left the start at Mickleton Service Station, and headed around the lanes near the Hury and Grassholme reservoirs, before heading up Teesdale to Langton Beck, then over Langton Common to Weardale. This last bit was a late re-route as the planned road from Newbiggin to Daddry Shield was still blocked by snow. First to hit trouble were Andy Whittaker/Charlie Tynan (Proton) loosing 17 minutes on the first section primarily due to Charlie’s phobia about six figure grid references. The third section was the deciding section of the rally and on a particularly tight section all but 3 crews dropped time, Steve Retchless/Ali Proctor (RS2000) and Ian Rooke/Paul Taylor (VW Golf) joined Andy Lane/Iain Tullie with clean sheets, in fourth place with 3 minutes dropped were the Non-Expert crew of Richard French/Sasha Heriot (Seat Ibiza) who had travelled up from Sheffield for the rally.
The route then headed north onto map 87 with a loop round up to near Blanchland before heading south towards Stanhope, although these roads were clear the were significant snow banks at the side of the road which thankfully everyone avoided, these sections resulted in no significant time loss, it was then back over Bollihope Common to Teesdale again. This section did cause significant problems for crews and the organiser when half the crews missed a code board, when the grid reference given for the position of the code board was incorrect, after discussions this section was cancelled, but the discussions lasted for days on the rally forum, with the question “when is a not as map not a not as map, when it’s in the wrong place”, thanks Andy.
The last sections were round the lanes to the south of Hamsterley forest, before finishing at Barnard Castle Golf Club resulted in no change at the front with Andy Lane/Iain Tullie, Steve Retchless/Ali Proctor and Ian Rooke/Paul Taylor retaining their clean sheets, and Richard French/Sasha Heriot made their trip from Sheffield worth while by finishing 4th overall and 1st Non-Expert. Highest place Durham crew were Graeme Broom/Andy Brown in their new Renault Clio, which according to Andy is too stiff which makes it difficult to plot on the move, which is his excuse for dropping 7 minutes intoTC4.  

The Newcomers class was being lead by Roger Broom/Helena Teasdale (Puma) up to TC9, then Helena started to feel ill and missed a Time Control and a Code Board before retiring, leaving another crew that had travelled up from Sheffield to take the class win, David and Sally Winter (VW Polo). The only other retirement on the night were late entries Michael and Josh Davison (Renault Clio) who travelled down from Inglistion after the car that Josh was co-driving retired on the first stage with a blown engine, they retired due to navigator sickness.
As with the Newcomers the 12 Car competitors had the early sections of the route marked on the map with easier instructions to be plotted for the rest of the route. The 12 Car was lead from start to finish by the Wickham team of Mal Cliff/Chris Dodds (Puma), Tom Hall/Jeff Hodgeson (Mini) finished 1 minute behind them, but would have taken the win if they had not lost 5 minutes on the marked map section into TC4, no other crew lost more than 2 minutes. Third at the finish were Pete Masters/Sarah Navin (Alto) with Nigel Cardale/Matthew Alexander (Corsa) 4th, both crews would have been closer to the leading two if they hadn’t booked into TTC6 early, with the resultant penalties. But what happened to one of the favourites for the win on the 12 Car, Neil Foster/Tony Chrisp (Tigra), it would appear a hard day of rewiring the Tiger after it had been vandalised on the Friday night took its toll and this resulted in missed code boards and booking in early penalties, but at least they made it to the finish.    
Thanks to all the marshals who assisted in making this a successful event, also thanks to Alistair Hutchinson for the use of his garage as a start venue, and the supply of pre-rally cakes and coffee, and to the members and committee of Barnard Castle Golf Club for the use of their facilities for the finish, thanks also to Sue for the hot food, much appreciated on a cold night.

Results.
1st – Andy Lane - Iain Tullie – Mercedes – 0 mins

2nd – Steve Retchless -Ali Procter - RS2000 – 0 mins

3rd – Ian Rooke - Paul Taylor - VW Golf – 0 mins

4th – Richard French - Sasha Heriot – Seat Ibiza – 3 mins – 1st Non-Expert

5th – Phil Jobson – Jerry Hettrick – Ford Escort – 6 mins

6th – Nigel Dinsdale - Craig Hardman – 205 – 7 mins

7th – Graeme Broom – Andy Brown – Clio – 9 mins

8th – James Tyson – Neil Harrison – Mini – 12 mins

9th – Stuart Hastings – Ed Veitch – 205 – 13 mins

10th – Malcolm Holdswoth – Andrew Fish – 13 mins

11th – Andy Whittaker – Charlie Tynan – Proton – 18 mins

12th – Tony Harrison – Martyn Taylor – Rover – 23 mins

Newcomer

1st – David Winter –Sally Winter – VW Polo – 34 mins

12 Car

1st – Mal Cliff – Chris Dodds – Puma – 7 mins

2nd – Tom Hall – Jeff Hodgeson – Mini – 8 mins

3rd – Peter Masters – Sarah Navin – Alto – 13 mins

4th – Nigel Cardale – Matthew Alexander – 18 mins

5th – Roy Hewitt – Gareth Vickers – BMW – 27 mins

6th – Stephen Palmer – Malcolm McFall – Golf – 55 mins

7th – Neil Foster – Tony Chrisp – Tigra – 70 mins 













